
Copyright © 2014 City of Burb a nk.  All rights reserved.

Air Traffic April 2014
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Burbank Bob Hope Airport

Airport History

Bob Hope Airport b ega n its history
a sUnited Airport when it opened
on M emoria l Da y weekend, 1930.
Built b y the U nited Airports
Compa ny of Ca lifornia , L td., it wa s
sa id to b e the first multimillion-dolla r
a irport in the country, a nd it quickly
b eca me the prima ry a irport for the
grea ter L os Angeles region. M a ny of
the ea rly heroes of a via tion
frequented the fa cility, especia lly
those connected with nea rb y
L ockheed Aircra ft Compa ny, such
a s Wiley Post, Amelia  Ea rha rt, a nd
Cha rles L indb ergh.
In 1940, a s World Wa r II
a pproa ched, L ockheed purcha sed
the a irport a nd b ega n expa nding its
fa cilities in support of the wa r effort
on la nd a dja cent to the a irport’s
runwa ys.  L ockheed cha nged the
a irport’s na me to Lockheed Air
Terminal a nd continued to opera te
it a s a  commercia l a irport, even a s
thousa nds of B-17s, Hudson
b omb ers, a nd P-38 fighters rolled
off the a ssemb ly lines.
After the wa r, a ll the ma jor ca rriers
moved to L os Angeles M unicipa l
Airport, toda y’s L AX . But a irline
service returned to Burb a nk in a  b ig
wa y when jet a irliners ca pa b le of
using Burb a nk’s short runwa ys
ca me a long in the la te 1960s.  T he
a irport’s na me wa s cha nged to
Hollywood-Burbank Airport, a nd
the a irport ca ught on a s the most
convenient pla ce for a  quick flight to
the Ba y Area  a nd other West Coa st
cities.
L ockheed sold the a irport in 1978 to
a n a irport a uthority crea ted b y
Burb a nk, Glenda le a nd Pa sa dena ,
who soon rena med it Burbank-
Glendale-Pasadena Airport. T he 3
million people living within 20 miles
of the a irport ha ve continued to
a ttra ct a irline service up a nd down
the West Coa st a s well a s to mid-
continent hub s such a s Denver a nd
S a lt L a ke City, a nd toda y there a re
even nonstop flights to New Y ork.
T he a irport wa s rena med in honor of
legenda ry enterta iner Bob  Hope in
Decemb er, 2003. Bob Hope
Airport is a  vita l pa rt of the
S outhern Ca lifornia  a irport system,
serving 4 million pa ssengers ea ch
yea r.

1929 - Construction Begins

In 1929, the U nited Aircra ft a nd T ra nsport Corpora tion b ega n construction of the "first one million
dolla r a irport in the U nited S ta tes".  T he runwa ys were constructed b y discing the ground a nd
sprinkling it seven times with hea vy oil.  A 2.5 inch thick plia b le surfa ce ga ve a  proper cushion for
ea rly pla nes which were not equipped with modern shock a b sorb ers.  T wo la rge ha ngers a nd a
termina l b uilding were the first structures a t the a irport.  Interestingly the field still ha d a  vineya rd
with a  dry riverb ed running through it.

1928 - A Grape Vineyard

During the la te 1920's, va lley civic lea ders spea rhea ded b y the Burb a nk Cha mb er of Commerce a nd the
Burb a nk Review (newspa per) b ega n a  drive for a n a irport.  T he pa rcel of la nd to b e the a irport wa s
origina lly a  gra pe vineya rd (the lower right corner of the pa rcel of la nd wa s a t the intersection of Va nowen
S t & Hollywood Wa y).  U nited Aircra ft a nd T ra nsport Corpora tion selected this loca tion on a ccount of the
unexcelled clima tic conditions of the S a n Ferna ndo Va lley a nd its freedom from fog a nd high winds.  T hey
a lso selected the loca tion b eca use of its proximity to Hollywood, Beverly Hills, a nd L os Angeles which
ma de it pa rticula rly desira b le a s a  ma il a nd pa ssenger termina l.  T he loca tion wa s a lso close to
ma nufa cturing a nd growing va lley residentia l a rea s.

1930 - Airport Opens

U nited Airport wa s dedica ted with a  b ig three da y milita ry a nd civilia n a ir show tha t b ega n on M emoria l Da y
weekend, 1930.  Note the Army Air Corps b ipla nes flying overhea d a nd the crowd of visitors a round the
termina l a nd the two la rge ha ngers.  Also note a ll the vehicles pa rked in the a rea  a nd on the streets.  L a ter,
Ha milton S ta nda rd Propeller a nd Northrop Aircra ft Corpora tion (a  sub sidia ry of U nited Aircra ft a nd
T ra nsport Corpora tion) b uilt pla nts a t the field.  Pa cific Air T ra nsport wa s the only commercia l line using the
field a nd their S a n Diego-S ea ttle run la nded one flight a  da y.  T he pla ne wa s a  single engine Boeing 40B
tha t ca rried four pa ssengers a nd a  pilot.

1942 - World War II Camouflage

As World Wa r II a pproa ched, L ockheed Aircra ft Compa ny purcha sed the a irport in 1940 a nd cha nged the na me
to L ockheed Air T ermina l.  T hey expa nded their fa cilities in support of the wa r effort producing B-17s, Hudson
b omb ers, a nd P-38 fighters while the a irport continued to opera te a s a  commercia l a irport.  In the da ys following
the a tta ck on Pea rl Ha rb or on Decemb er 7, 1941, fea rs of b omb ing ra ids on ta rgets in the U S  prompted the
milita ry to turn L ockheed's a irport a nd wa rpla ne ma nufa cturing pla nt into the sub urb  tha t never wa s.  Acres of
chicken wire, fea thers, a nd b urla p were pla ced over the pla nt's b uildings, including the a irport termina l.  M odels
of a nima ls, trees, streets, even fa ke rooftops of nonexistent homes were crea ted to fool a ny enemy b omb ers on
seek a nd destroy missions.  T he a irport a nd surrounding fa cilities looked like the surrounding va lley with
houses, streets, a nd trees from the a ir.  T he a irport runwa ys were pa inted to look like a  residentia l a rea  too,
which ca used some pilots to miss the a irport.  In the scene a b ove you see the L ockheed pla nt a nd pa rking lots
well ca moufla ged a nd the runwa y in front pa inted a s a  residentia l neighb orhood.

1942 - Airport Under Camouflage

During the wa r, a pproxima tely 1,000 a cres of ca nva s, chicken wire, a nd chicken fea thers covered the
b uildings a nd pa rking lots of the a irport.  U nder the b ig top, a s ma ny a s 94,000 employees during pea k
wa r production yea rs pa ssed concrete b omb  shelters going to a nd from work.  In the scene a b ove you
ca n see a  ceiling of b urla p covers the L ockheed Air T ermina l a nd pa rking lot.  During ra iny da ys, ma ny
L ockheed employees compla ined tha t the wet fea thers rea lly stunk up the pla ce!

1945 - Camouflage Removed

After World Wa r II, the ca moufla ge wa s removed from the a irport.  Compa re this view with the other
1942 ca moufla ge view.  Y ou ca n still see some of the pa inted a rea s a t the b eginning of the runwa y
a nd a  few of the fa ke houses on top of the L ockheed pla nt.  At a b out this time, the termina l wa s used
b y U nited Air L ines, T WA, Western Airlines, a nd Pa n-America n Airwa ys.  Activities of the termina l
ha ve a lrea dy rea ched the proportions of a  rea sona b ly la rge city.  T he S ky-Room, the resta ura nt
section occupying most of the second floor of the Administra tion b uilding, wa s doing a  b usiness
rea ching b eyond the $900,000 ma rk.  Post-wa r era  pla nning for the future included the expa nsion of
the termina l, a  la rge hotel, a nd other fea tures of a  popula r recrea tiona l center.

1970 - Growth All Around

T he a irport grew in the 50s, 60s, a nd 70s a nd the Burb a nk community grew a round it.  Runwa ys
were lengthened to a ccommoda te the la rger jets a nd increa sed a ir tra ffic.  Note the L ockheed pla nt is
still next to the a irport b ut pa rking ha s repla ced some of the b uildings.  Inside through the yea rs,
L ockheed worked on secret projects tha t included the U -2 spy pla ne a nd the S R-71 Bla ckb ird.

2014 - Today

T his ma p crea ted b y the Informa tion T echnology Depa rtment - Geogra phic Informa tion S ystems  J uly 8, 2014
gis.b urb a nkca .gov www.b urb a nkca .gov

Burb a nk Bob  Hope Airport serves a s a  ma jor a irport in the L os Angeles a rea  for over 4 million pa ssengers ea ch yea r.
For April 2014 a lone, 325,839 pa ssengers a nd 191,650 pounds of ma il pa ssed through the a irport.  T he a irlines
serving the a irport offer non-stop destina tions to Denver, L a s Vega s, New Y ork, O a kla nd, Phoenix, Portla nd,
S a cra mento, S a lt L a ke City, S a n Fra ncisco, S a n J ose, a nd S ea ttle, a s well a s other direct a nd connecting flights
a cross the country.  Airlines include Ala ska , Delta , J etBlue, S outhwest, U nited, U S  Airwa ys, a nd S ea Port.
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J et - Commercia l (3,498) Business J et (1,194) Regiona l J et (456)

T urb oprop (809) Piston (767)
Helicopter (677)
M ilita ry (3)

Top 7 From Airport Arrivals
O a kla nd (346)
L a s Va ga s (334)
Phoenix (311)
S a n J ose (204)
S a cra mento (185)
S a n Fra ncisco (154)
Denver (134)

Top 7 To Airport Departures
O a kla nd (347)
L a s Va ga s (329)
Phoenix (309)
S a n J ose (213)
S a cra mento (189)
S a n Fra ncisco (138)
Denver (121)

Air Operations
Air Ca rrier (3767)
Genera l Avia tion (2872)
Ca rgo (654)
Commuter (105)
M ilita ry (3)
U nknown (3)

Airlines
S outhwest (2456)
S kyWest (793)
M esa /U S  Airwa ys (226)
Ala ska  (174)
S ea Port (105)
J etBlue (60)

Cargo
Ameriflight (494)
FedEx (91)
U PS  (69) T ouch & Go / Go Around (Fixed Wing)

Arriva ls (3496)
Depa rtures (3494)

7,404 T ota l Flights.  Air tra ffic da ta  provided b y Burb a nk - Glenda le - Pa sa dena  Airport Authority (www.b ob hopea irport.com)


